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misfuelling
Every year around the world a number of aircraft 
are refuelled with the incorrect grade of fuel. 
Fortunately this error is usually detected before the 
aircraft takes off, but sadly this is not always the 
case. We continue to see reports of incidents and 
even aircraft crashes resulting from misfuelling.

If an avgas powered aircraft is inadvertently 
refuelled with jet fuel, there can be sufficient 
avgas remaining in the aircraft’s fuel lines and 
carburettors to enable the aircraft to taxi and even 
take off. When the jet fuel reaches the engine, 
often at a critical time during the take off, the 
engine can fail and cause a forced landing or 
worse – the aircraft may crash.

A similar situation can occur if avgas is put into 
an aircraft which should have been refuelled with 
jet fuel. Fortunately the consequences of this are 
usually less serious.

You can help by:

• completing a fuel order form wherever possible

• �fitting grade decals adjacent to the fuel ports  
on your aircraft

• �fitting grade selective fuel orifice kits 
wherever possible (available from most aircraft 
manufacturers)

And most importantly:

• always nominate the fuel type 

• always confirm the fuel type

Note that for almost every misfuelling incident  
on record, the pilot and refueller did not nominate 
and confirm the fuel type required. 

safety reminders

ramp checks
Ramp checks can be conducted by CASA at any time.

• Flight Manual

• Maps and Charts (current)

• Maintenance Release certified for flight

• Crew Licences and Medical Certificates

• Log Book with biennial certification

• Life jackets and/or rafts as required

• Current weather forecast for route/alternate

• Dangerous goods, including loose articles

• �Weight and balance and runway length calculations

• �Sufficient fuel & oil reserves to destination  
or alternate

• Flight Plan/Notams

• AIP Documentation (current)

BP Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 53 004 085 616. The information contained within this brochure is correct at the time of printing but is subject 
to change in line with our ongoing commitment to continually upgrade and improve the BP systems. BP Australia Pty Ltd accepts no 
responsibility or liability for any incorrect statements contained in this brochure or for any services provided by third parties.

Air BP contact details
australia  1800 024 727	new zealand  0800 666 333

• account services  	 
• card issues   
• general information on Air BP
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Ingestion 
If swallowed, do NOT induce vomiting; obtain 
medical advice immediately. Except as a deliberate 
act, the ingestion of large amounts of product is 
unlikely. If it should occur, do not induce vomiting; 
obtain medical advice as soon as possible.

If exposure to vapour, mists, or fumes causes 
drowsiness, headache, blurred vision or irritation 
of the eyes, nose or throat, remove the source of 
contamination or move the victim to fresh air.

Ensure airways are clear and have qualified person 
give oxygen through a facemask if breathing is 
difficult. Apply artificial respiration if not breathing 
and seek medical attention.

Monitor breathing and pulse rate and if breathing 
has failed, or is deemed inadequate, respiration 
must be assisted, preferably by the mouth-tomouth 
method (expired air resuscitation). Administer 
external cardiac massage if necessary. Seek 
medical attention immediately.

Inhalation 
If fumes are inhaled, the patient should be 
removed to fresh air and if recovery is not 
immediate, medical assistance must be called 
without delay.

If breathing has failed, respiration must be 
assisted, preferably by the mouth-to-mouth 
method (expired air resuscitation).

protective clothing
Wear a face visor or goggles in circumstances 
where eye contact can accidentally occur. If 
skin contact is likely, wear impervious protective 
clothing and/or gloves.

Change heavily contaminated clothing as soon as 
reasonably practicable and launder before re-use. 
Thoroughly wet down before removing clothing 
due to the risk of static discharge igniting vapour. 
Wash any contaminated underlying skin with 
soap and water.
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Stated hours of operation may change without notice. Some airports are not attended 
continuously during the hours nominated and notice may be required to obtain service. 
At some locations, an after hours call out fee may apply, which is normally calculated 
by and paid directly to the operator. We recommend pilots phone ahead to check fuel 
availability and call out fee if applicable. 

All information and details are correct at the time of printing, June 2009. Air BP 
strongly advise that pilots check with the Airfield Representative at relevant locations 
to accommodate flight requirements.
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