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The world needs energy Ð 
to keep us warm, to take us 
to school, to get us to work, 
to power our offices and
factories, to cook our food, 
to chill our drinks, to charge
our mobiles and to give us 
a bright light to study by 
Ð it is an essential part 
of our lives.
If you would like to help create more energy 
for the world without compromising the 
environment, then a career in the energy 
business could be for you.
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Our energy needs

As an energy business, it is our
responsibility to tackle the problem
of by finding ways
to minimise the environmental
impact of production. 

At the same time, we face the 
of how to increase

energy production. Demand and
consumption is rising because 
of the rapid economic growth of
countries like China and India and
the increasing population. 

Working for an energy company
such as BP means you will be in 
a position to help shape the 
and decide how best we can meet
the worldÕs energy needs in the
next 100 years.

Making the right decision

Choosing a can be difficult,
so make sure you talk to your
friends, family, teachers and
careers adviser for 
and advice. 

You can also use forums 
and careers websites or take part 
in to find the
information you need to make an
informed choice about your future. 

Remember, almost everyone 
you know has (or has had) a , 
so why not them about it?

Visit www.bp.com/careers
for more information about the 
energy business.
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Interested in Science?

Did you know?
BP is committed to reducing
carbon emissions. In 1998, 
we set ourselves the target of
reducing our carbon emissions
to 1990 levels by 2010 Ð we
achieved this is 2001, nine
years earlier than expected 

If you are a keen Scientist you may
wish to consider one of the many
scientific careers within the exciting
and dynamic energy industry.

You could have the 
to contribute to every stage of 
the and the 
of oil, this may involve working
overseas. For example, you might
help to where to drill wells 
or work out how to get the most oil
out of the ground for the lowest 
possible cost. 

Alternatively, you could choose to 
in ensuring that Health,

Safety, Security and 
(HSSE) issues remain as important
as other concerns such
as cost and schedule.
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Location: Aberdeen

Scottish: Maths, Physics,
Highers Geography, English, 

Accounts

Advanced Maths, Geography
Highers

Degree: Geology

ÔThere are many different roles for
geologists to play, offshore on the
rig, in a lab looking at samples or in
the office analysing data. I personally
enjoy the offshore part of being 
a geologist. It is a position where
quick informative decisions need 
to be made whilst analysing 
different forms of data as they 
are being recorded.Õ

The Geologist Christine
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Location: Sunbury, London

A-levels: Maths, Physics, French

Degree: Geology and Geophysics
MSc: Applied Geophysics

ÔThe oil industry uses a lot of
technology and high level computer
graphics capabilities to visualise the
earth. A couple of years ago, I saw 
a new development for a desktop
computer that used cameras to 
track where your eyes were and use
a mesh over the computer screen 
to project images to each eye. 
The result Ð 3D computer images
popping out of the screen without
the need for glasses or goggles.Õ

The Geoscientist Ed

Location: Grangemouth, UK

A-level: Physics

Scottish: French, English
Highers

Advanced Maths, Chemistry
Highers

Degree: Chemical Engineering

ÔI recently spent the day in a
helicopter, flying along the route 
of BPÕs major pipeline in Scotland.
Someone does the flight every
fortnight, to make sure thereÕs no
unauthorised excavation activity. 
I went along because I was
interested to see where the pipeline
runs, especially in relation to towns.
The visibility was great and the 
views spectacular.Õ

The HSSE Adviser Sarah
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Interested in Engineering?

Did you know?
At BP we own or operate 
25,000 miles of pipeline

At BP we cut rock using a 
drill bit that can drill at up to 
100 metres per hour 

If you would like to help make a
difference to the way the energy
business operates and you enjoy
using your problem solving skills 
to come up with creative solutions,
then you might want to consider 
a career in Engineering.

As a graduate , you would
have the opportunity to work 
with leading-edge technology to
maintain, and all
areas of the oil exploration and
production process. 

As well as opportunities for 
, if you have a minimum 

of 3 GCSEs or Scottish Highers, 
you might also consider taking part 
in an programme to 
gain practical on-the-job  , 
with the opportunity to study for
further qualifications.

Find out more about job roles 
in Engineering by visiting
www.bp.com/engineeringinteractive
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Location: West of Shetland

Scottish: Maths, English, 
Highers Chemistry, Biology, 

Physics, Music, Computing

Advanced Maths, Chemistry
Highers

Degree: Process Engineering

ÔMy degree was in Engineering. 
I enjoyed it because it taught me
how to use scientific principles to
solve practical problems. In my 
job I use a variety of advanced
sciences and technologies to deliver
hugely demanding exploration 
and production projects. I get a 
huge sense of achievement and 
am always amazed when a 
project succeeds.Õ

The Project Engineer Katherine
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Location: Aberdeen

A-level: Physics

Scottish: Maths, English, Chemistry, 
Highers Biology, Physics

Advanced Maths, Chemistry
Highers

Degree: Process Engineering

ÔI was surprised and excited by 
the range of opportunities and
challenges within the energy 
industry, including managing 
declining reserves in the North Sea,
discovering and exploring new oil
reserves, and developing the new
alternative technologies that will
become the future of our business.Õ

The Process Engineer Lisa

Location: Pangbourne

A-levels: Maths, Physics, History, 
General Studies

Degree: Mechanical Engineering

ÔI was looking for a career in a
successful and growing company
with good long-term prospects and
BP fitted that description Ð after all,
people will always need energy!
Having the right degree qualification
was important and getting this
qualification depended on planning 
in advance in order to get the right
GCSEs and A-levels and to develop
other skills, such as leadership 
and teamwork.Õ

The Motorcycle Matthew
Engine Oil Engineer
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Interested in Business?

Did you know?
At BP we have more than 
1.3 million shareholders

BP employs approximately
96,000 people in 100 countries 

The BP logo is called the ÔheliosÕ
after the sun god of ancient
Greece and represents dynamic
energy in all its forms Ð from oil
and gas to solar power

Working in Business can be both
challenging and rewarding, and there
will be many opportunities available. 

There are many different Business
roles in any one  . 
You might work in finance and
accounting, human resources,
administration, , customer
relations, IT or marketing.

Whichever area you choose to 
work in, you will be making sure 
the operates effectively, 
in the best way possible, to bring 
the most to customers 
and shareholders.

value

company

trading

organisation

Location: Houston, Texas

A-levels: Maths, Economics, 
Psychology

Degree: BSc Economics and Politics

ÔIÕve been in BP just over 2 years, 
and IÕve done lots of different jobs.
In my first 6 months, I worked out
that BP needed to buy about 50 
new ships Ð and they did! I spent 
6 months moving oil tankers around
the North Sea Ð IÕd have to call the
captain up, and tell him where to
go! I spent a year working in a
customer business, providing prices
and products to our customer base,
researching new markets, and
designing IT, legal and financial
systems. I now work in our Houston
office, and I trade natural gas!Õ

The Gas Trader Ross
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Location: Aberdeen

A-levels: Business and Economics, 
Maths, Geography 

Degree: Business

ÔThe people in the energy industry
come from loads of different
backgrounds and with international
experience. I went to a university
with a small, multicultural student
community and this really impressed
upon me a desire to work in a 
varied workplace, but also the
importance of the people you work
with, above the job you actually 
do. My degree itself was a broad
Business degree and working in 
the energy industry lets me use 
this broad base of knowledge.Õ

The Commercial Analyst Patrick

Location: Algeria

A-levels: Maths, Economics, English,
Accounting, Hinduism

Degree: Financial Economics

ÔWorking at BP has helped me
develop my skills in time
management and multi-tasking. 
IÕve learned to switch between
different projects quickly and 
IÕve definitely enhanced my
communication skills as well as 
my level of confidence through
working with different teams.Õ

The Financial Analyst Sudha
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As well as needing the right subjects and qualifications to
begin a career in the energy business, you will also need to
develop many other skills that will be needed every  day in
the workplace. Consider the list of skills and attr ibutes below
and decide how you can improve in these areas.

Do you have the skills?

Skills Attributes How to improve

Oral/spoken
communication/
interpersonal skills

ÐSpeaking to people one-on-one
as well as in groups

ÐListening to and advising others
ÐRelating to other people and

communicating with them daily

ÐTry public speaking
ÐGet more involved in group

work at school
ÐIf someone you know has a

problem, listen to them and 
try to help them solve it

Written
communication skills

ÐPrinted and online written work ÐPractise writing reports and
letters and sending emails

ÐDonÕt always use your phone 
to communicate, think of other
written ways to communicate
with people

ÐPractise using computer
programmes such as Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint

Teamwork/
collaboration skills

ÐWorking with others to
accomplish a task

ÐJoin after-school clubs
ÐMake the most out of group

work in class

Working under
pressure

ÐHandling stress that comes with
deadlines and other limitations

ÐLearn not to ignore deadlines,
be prepared ahead of time

ÐLearn to expect the unexpected

Organisational skills ÐBeing organised and 
methodical, especially 
in work-related situations

ÐMake a record of what you
should be doing and when, 
e.g. write down what is
expected of you for 
homework or coursework

Time management
skills

ÐUsing your time wisely 
and consistently

ÐLearn to set and stick to
schedules and deadlines
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At BP we continually look 
for talented and creative
individuals to join our
energy business to:

Ðdevelop and harness 
sources of energy

Ðmake our current energy sources
as as possible

Ðcontribute to for and
production of oil and natural gas

Ðsell and trade products

Ðmarket the natural energy
on which the modern

world depends.

WhatÕs available for you?

We can offer able and
graduates unparalleled scope to 
kick-start their in a work
environment that is both challenging
and .

Graduates: if you intend to go 
to University to study a degree,
Masters or PhD, a wide range of
options within BP will be available 
to you upon graduation, depending
on your subject.

Apprenticeships: if you are
interested in Science and
Technology and have a hands on,
practical approach to problem
solving but do not expect to go 
to university, then you might want 
to consider an apprenticeship.

Internships: BP offers a range 
of award-winning internships for
university undergraduates,
enabling you to explore career
options and develop the skills
needed for a successful career.

Want to know more?

At www.bp.com/careers you can:

Ðread about the types of jobs
available to you

Ðlearn about the specific training
and development programmes

Ðread the profiles of recent
graduates now working with BP

Ðfind out more about the
recruitment process.
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Did you know?
BP was voted ÔGraduate
Employer of the Year 2005Õ, 
and was runner up in the same
category in 2006 in a scheme
organised by GTI, the leading
specialist graduate careers
publisher in Europe
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