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Oil find
startof
‘exciting
times’

DRILLING

BP is evaluating data
for two new explora-
tion discoveries in the
North Sea.
Oil has been encoun-

tered in the Capercaillie
well in the central North
Sea and Achmelvich,
which lies in the 206/9b
block west of Shetland.
Capercaillie, which is

100%-owned by BP, was
drilled to a total depth
of about 12,300ft, where
light oil and gas conden-
sate was found. Ach-
melvich is operated by
BP, which holds a 52.6%
stake. It was drilled to
about 7,860ft when oil
was found.
BPNorth Sea regional

presidentMark Thomas
said: “These are exciting
times for BP in theNorth
Sea aswe lay the founda-
tions of a refreshed and
revitalised business that
we expect to double pro-
duction to 200,000 bar-
rels a day by 2020 and
keep producing beyond
2050. We are hopeful
that Capercaillie and
Achmelvich may lead
to further additions to
ourNorth Sea business.”

Scots ice-cream firmhoton trail ofAsianmarket
Exports:Mackie’ssettotargetsalesgrowthinTaiwanandSouthKoreaBYKEITH FINDLAY

North-east ice-cream firm
Mackie’s of Scotland is
targeting sales growth in
Taiwan and South Korea
in a fresh assault on Asian
export markets.
The family-owned dairy,

based atWestertownFarm,
near Rothienorman, said
yesterday sales to Asia had
jumped 35% by volume
during the past year.
Mackie’s – one of Ab-

erdeenshire’s best-known
food brands, thanks to its
luxury ice-cream range, po-
tato crisps, chocolate and,
more recently, flavoured
popcorn – expects sales in
the region to top£1million
during 2018.
Taiwan has already

upped its annual order
from three to 14 shipping
containers, while South
Korea has placed an order
for eight.
Exporting ice-cream can

be challenging and most
of the Asian orders are
shipped via specialised 40-
foot refrigerated contain-
ers which spend around
sixweeks on the open seas.
The huge containers,

packed with more than
4,400 gallons of ice-cream,
leavesWestertown for Asia
most weeks.
Mackie’s export director

Ivan Jefford said: “Mack-
ie’s has been exporting
ice cream to the Asian
market for a number of
years now, and it is also
popular inUAE (theUnited
Arab Emirates) and Abu
Dhabi.
“Korea has been our

main success until recently
butwe’ve now seen a spike
in demand from Taiwan,
which is very positive.
“I think that what’s at-

tracted Asian buyers to
Mackie’s is the journey

from the Scottish farm,
with its owndairy herd pro-
ducing the fresh creamand
milk, mixed with renew-
able-energy and tailored
packaging –Mackie’sman-
ages thewhole production
process.
“Throw in the fact that

the market looks for qual-
ity products – something
Mackie’s is known for –
and that we are a Scottish
brand; it’s is a unique sell-
ing point.
“Scottish produce really

is prized in Asia, thanks to
a lot of amazing work by
thewider national food and
drink industry.”
New nutrition labels

have been made for the
export tubs bound for

Taiwan and South Ko-
rea, where Mackie’s has
sold ice-cream for many
years.
The firm’s initial foray

into Asia was through its

appointment as an official
supplier at venues in South
Korea during the 2002 Fifa
World Cup.
It was also part of a

joint-venture which set
up a chain of Mackie’s-
branded ice -cream
parlours, though that

business was short-lived.
Our growth in the Asian
market has been such a
positive sign,” managing
directorMacMackie – one
of three sibling owners at
Mackie’s – said yesterday.
He added: “We are al-

ways looking at new ways
to bring our ice-cream to
new markets and have
spent time establishing the
right relationships.
“We are alwaysworking

six to 12 months ahead of
where we are just now.
“Japan is looking posi-

tive for 2019, as do further
listings inHongKong and
Taiwan.”
Mackie’s producesmore

than 2.2million gallons of
luxury ice-creamevery year.

TOPTEAM:Fromleft,KirstinMackie,MacMackieandKarinHayhow

“Ourgrowthin
theAsianmarket
hasbeensucha
positivesign”
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BP looks to future with 534 new North Sea jobs
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T he year of 2024 
marks  a  major 
milestone for bp  
in Scotland and 

indeed for our company – 
60 years operating in the 
North Sea, a business that I 
p r o u d l y  l e a d  t o d a y 
alongside my skilled and 
talented colleagues both  
on and offshore.

From the award of our 
first exploration licence in 
1964, bp has helped to 
pioneer the UK oil and gas 
industry by supporting the 
development of processes, 
technologies and skills that 
have been exported from 

Scotland to every part of 
the globe.

Following that first 
licence award, bp went on 
to discover gas at the West 
Sole field in 1965 and when 
production started two 
years later in 1967, it 
became the first British 
o ff shore  natura l  gas 
transported onshore for 
commercial use.

And the firsts kept 
coming.

From discovery of the 
giant Forties field in 1970, 
to pioneering oil and gas 
exploration and production 
in the harsh waters west  

Energy evolution began     with first licence in 1964

BY DORIS REITER, 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
bp NORTH SEA

PIONEERS: Developing new technology has always been part of bp’s work, such as that used to maximise the oil production        offshore at Clair Ridge in 2018.

Sixty years of engagement, 
clockwise from above: bp funds 
Prosper’s Young Engineers and 
Science Clubs; Diana, Princess 
of Wales met the crew of the 
Forties Charlie platform; the 
dedicated offshore workforce 
keeps the company running; in 
1981, an extension to the Dyce 
headquarters was built; a press 
conference in 1971 discussed the 
exciting new Forties oilfield; local 
students learned about bp’s work 
at Offshore Europe in 2023.

of Shetland, bp has been 
a driving force for the  
UK sector.

Today, we remain one of 
the largest holders of 
undeveloped barrels in the 
North Sea, with a portfolio 
of offshore facilities safely 
operated by a dedicated 
workforce – who spend 
weeks at a time away from 
their loved ones, working 
round the clock in all 
seasons to help produce  
the energy that the world 
still needs.

These offshore operations 
are made possible by the 
support received from 

the ta lented onshore 
workforce.

From those beginnings in 
1964, innovation has been 
the common thread that’s 
run through bp and the 
industry.

Sixty years ago,  we 
innovated to access oil  
and gas resources in 
increasingly deeper and 
inhospitable locations. 

Today, we’re innovating 
to identify opportunities to 
l o w e r  o p e r a t i o n a l 
emissions associated with 
our oil and gas production 
in service of the UK’s net-
zero ambition.

Throughout our long 
history, we have always 
prided ourselves on making 
a positive contribution to 
the Scottish economy and 
society.

In 2023, we supported an 
estimated total of 11,000 
jobs  in  the  country, 
equating to one in every 
260 Scottish jobs. We also 
spent £720 million with 
Scottish suppliers, and 
contributed £2.2 billion in 
GVA to  the  Scott i sh 
economy.

Already our presence in 
Scotland stretches beyond 
North Sea oil and gas.

We are increasing our 
investment in lower-carbon 
and renewable energy  
here ,  and expanding  
o u r  e l e c t r i c  v e h i c l e 
charging network through 
bp pulse.

We are also progressing 
our plans to develop new 
offshore wind with the 
Morven wind project – 
together with EnBW – and 
planning the Aberdeen 
Hy d r o ge n  Hu b  w i t h 
Aberdeen City Council.

We are working with 
government and partners 
to make these plans a 
reality, while supporting 

our workforce, suppliers 
and communities across 
the country to transition in 
a way that helps to protect 
jobs and boosts skills, and 
helps grow the country’s 
economy.

I believe bp’s legacy in 
regions such as the North 
S e a  p r o v i d e s  t h e 
foundations from which a 
successful energy transition 
can be delivered, and it is 
with great pride and a huge 
amount of gratitude that I 
l ead  bp’s  Nor th  Sea 
business at this crucial 
t i m e  i n  t h e  e n e r g y 
evolution.

Queen Elizabeth II switched on the Forties flow in 1975.

The Seagull field began production in 2023.

Timeline – bp in the North Sea Forties field discovery and first oil
1964
First offshore licence: 
In September, bp is 
granted its first UK 
North Sea licence and 
begins exploration 
immediately. The 
company becomes 
one of the first to 
use two-dimensional 
seismic imaging to 
map the North Sea’s 
reservoirs.

1965
Gas discovery: A first on the  
UK continental shelf, bp strikes 
natural gas at West Sole in the 
southern North Sea with its first 
North Sea offshore drill rig, Sea 
Gem. On 27 December, tragedy 
strikes when Sea Gem collapses 
and sinks during a moving 
operation. Of the 32 men on board, 
13 tragically lost their lives that 
day, and one sadly passed away  
in the days that followed.

1967
In March 1967, bp piped 
the first North Sea gas 
from the field to the 
Easington terminal on 
the Yorkshire coast.

1969 
First Aberdeen office 
opens: Aberdeen remains 
the headquarters for 
bp’s North Sea business, 
covering offshore 
operations and onshore 
support. The current 
headquarters in Dyce  
was constructed in  
1973 and has seen 
several extensions  
over the years.

1970 
First UK giant oilfield: In October, bp discovers 
the Forties oil field, 112 miles east of Aberdeen. 
bp’s engineers set to work building a series 
of connecting pipelines, as well as terminal 
facilities to transport, process and store this 
energy resource. 

1974-1977 
Four field 
discoveries: The 
Magnus and  
Andrew fields are 
discovered in 1974, 
with Rhum and Clair 
following in 1977. 
With the exception 
of Magnus – which 
began producing 
in 1983 – it will 
be decades until 
technology develops 
to access these 
hard‑to‑reach 
hydrocarbons.
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Building Sullom Voe terminal BP in the 1990s
1975 
First North Sea oil 
comes ashore: The first 
oil from the Forties field 
flows through bp’s newly 
built Forties Pipeline 
System on November 3 
1975. Queen Elizabeth 
II officially begins 
production by pushing 
a symbolic gold-plated 
button in bp’s control 
centre in Aberdeen.

1978 
First oil reaches 
the Sullom Voe 
terminal: To enable 
oil production off  
the coast of the 
Shetland Islands, 
bp constructs the 
1,000-acre Sullom 
Voe terminal. To  
this day, it is one 
of the largest oil 
terminals in Europe.

1983  
Magnus starts up: The Magnus 
oilfield begins producing in August. 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
inaugurates the field at Britannic 
House, London, with live television 
links to bp’s headquarters at Dyce.

1992-1993 
bp opens up the west 
of Shetland area: 
Exploration in the deep 
waters of the Shetland 
Trough begins in  
1972. In 1992, bp 
makes the first 
commercially viable 
discovery at Foinaven. 
The Schiehallion  
field is discovered  
a year later.

1993 
CATS starts up: Amoco 
starts up the Central 
Area Transmission 
System (CATS) pipeline 
and terminal, with 
capacity to transport 
the equivalent of 20% 
of the UK’s gas demand. 
After acquiring Amoco 
in 1998, bp would go 
on to operate CATS. 
Also in the early 1990s, 
bp invested £1 billion 
to expand the Forties 
Pipeline System.

1992-1998 
Miller, Andrew and ETAP fields 
begin production: Over six 
years, bp celebrates first oil 
from three central North Sea 
fields: Miller in 1992, Andrew in 
1996 and Eastern Trough Area 
Project (ETAP) two years later. 
Prince Charles visits bp in 1992 
to unveil a plaque to mark the 
Miller field coming on stream.

M onday November 
3 1975 has gone 
d o w n  a s  a 
momentous day 

in the history of the North 
Sea – the official start of 
production from the giant 
Forties oilfield.

The field, located around 
110 miles east of Aberdeen, 
had first been discovered 
by bp in 1970. Four test 
wells revealed a large oil 
reservoir covering around 
50 square miles.

It marked the beginning 
of years of engineering 
challenges, which included 
installing the steel jacket 
structures to the seabed 
and building the Forties 
p i p e l i n e  s y s t e m  t o 
transport oil back to shore.

Queen El izabeth II 
travelled to bp’s North Sea 
headquarters in Dyce to 
press the button to officially 
start production.

It was such an important 
occasion that The Press 
and Journal included a 14-
page supplement telling 
“The Forties Story” that 
morning.

P&J industrial reporter 
Bob Cummings said Forties 
has “earned a prominent 
place in British industrial 
history”.

He wrote: “Laying of a 
pipeline between field and 
shore in water depths 
starting around 350 ft 
r e q u i r e d  t h e  r a p i d 
development of suitable 
pipe, laying techniques and 
work barges to do a job 
that has never been tackled 
in such circumstances.

“Even as recently as this 
p a s t  s u m m e r ,  b p ’ s 
contractors continued to 
experience problems on the 
pipeline while making the 
final connections, problems 
which added another few 

million pounds to the total 
development bill, which 
has almost doubled from 
the f irs t  est imate of 
£360,000,000.”

He  a p p l a u d e d  t h e 
ambition of the project to 
create a pipeline to collect 
the oil from four fixed 
platforms, writing: “No one 
had attempted anything 
like it before. Offshore 
platforms and submarine 
pipelines existed – but in 
shallower, much more 
hospitable waters.

“Forties will eventually 
p rov ide  one - f i f th  o f 
Br i ta in’s  present  o i l 
demands.”

The snapshot into the 
past highlights issues that 
have recently come to the 
fore again – high inflation 
and energy security.

An economic analysis by 
banker R McNei l l  of 
Pearson Limited said the 
flow of oil from the North 
Sea will impact “every 
household in the country, 
on account of the impact it 
makes on the UK economy”.

The supplement also 
included a message from 
Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson who said: “North 
Sea oil will supply what has 
been called the ‘missing 
link’ in Britain’s energy 
chain.”

The development of 
Forties field stands as a 
pivotal moment in the 
history of the North Sea  
– and just one of many 
where bp has played a key 
r o l e  i n  d r i v i n g  t h e 
industry ’s growth and 
development.

The company would go 
on to build the Sullom  
Voe terminal at the end of 
the 1970s, one of the largest 
oil terminals in Europe to 
this day. 

When it started the 
Magnus oilfield in 1983, it 
installed the heaviest steel 
platform the North Sea had 
ever seen at that point.

M o r e  t e c h n o l o g y 
developments led to the 
start of the Clair oilfield in 
Shetland in 2005 – and the 
company’s innovations 
haven’t stopped. 

Now, bp is playing an 
active role in the energy 
transition, developing 
offshore wind projects and 
creating a hydrogen hub in 
Aberdeen in partnership 
with the city council.

The company’s 60 years 
operating in the North  
Sea have been full of 
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g 
a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  w i t h 
thousands of families in 
the north and north-east 
benefitt ing from bp’s 
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d 
investments.

It has earned its place as 
a North Sea pioneer, and 
bp continues to shape and 
progress the industry.

BY ROB MCLAREN

GO WITH THE 
FLOW: Queen 
Elizabeth II 
travelled to 
Dyce to officially 
start the oil 
flowing from the 
Forties field in 
November 1975.

The P&J published a 
14-page ‘Forties Story’ 
supplement. 

In 1980, Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher flew 
out to the Forties field 
from Aberdeen to see  
the booming new industry 
first-hand. 

Leading the way through innovation and discovery
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“I recall when North 
Sea oil first reached 
the Scottish shore in 
1975. It was a seminal 
moment for Aberdeen. 
The transformation from 
being a provincial city in 
the north-east of Scotland 
to an internationally 
recognised centre for oil 
and gas is remarkable.” 
- Sir Ian Wood

“bp has been a constant 
in Scotland’s energy 
journey and integral to 
the emergence of a highly 
skilled workforce and 
world-class supply chain. 
These are the tools we 
need for the transition to 
green energies.”
- Maggie McGinlay, Energy 
Transition Zone chief 
executive

“We proudly celebrate 
bp’s 60 years of pioneering 
excellence in the North 
Sea. bp’s leadership has 
sustained the UK offshore 
energy sector, contributing 
to the nation’s economic 
growth, skills base and 
supply chain.”
- Dave Whitehouse, 
Offshore Energies UK  
chief executive

From the 
arts to 
charity 
fundraisers, 
bp and its 
staff are 
involved 
in many 
north-east 
projects.

bp 60 YEARS IN THE NORTH SEA bp 60 YEARS IN THE NORTH SEA

Looking to the future
1997-1998 
First oil from the region’s first floating assets: 
To access deepwater resources west of 
Shetland, bp introduces the Petrojarl Foinaven 
floating production, storage and offloading 
(FPSO) vessel in the Foinaven area in 1997, 
closely followed by the Schiehallion FPSO.

2005 
Production 
at Europe’s 
largest oilfield 
begins: With an 
estimated seven 
billion barrels of 
oil in place, Clair, 
located west 
of Shetland, is 
considered the 
largest oilfield on 
the UK Continental 
Shelf.

2017-2018  
Expanding west of Shetland: A major 
redevelopment of the Schiehallion and Loyal 
fields in 2017 includes construction and 
installation of the Glen Lyon FPSO and upgrading 
of subsea facilities to prolong the life of the hub.

2022
Success in ScotWind 
offshore leasing round:  
As part of its net-zero 
ambition, bp and its 
partner EnBW are 
awarded a lease option 
off the east coast of 
Scotland to develop the 
Morven offshore wind 
project, with a potential 
generating capacity of 
around 2.9 gigawatts.

2024 
Aberdeen City Council and bp join 
forces on hydrogen: bp Aberdeen 
Hydrogen Energy Limited – the joint 
venture between bp and Aberdeen 
City Council – announces the final 
investment decision for its Aberdeen 
Hydrogen Hub project has been agreed.

2023 
ETZ support: bp 
pledges £1.25m 
towards the £6.5m 
energy incubator 
and scale-up hub 
ETZ to be located at 
Aberdeen’s Altens 
Industrial Estate. The 
32,000 sq ft facility 
will support supply 
chain expansion and 
deliver a “cutting-edge 
innovation ecosystem”.

bp enters new century

O ver the past 60 
year s ,  bp  has 
created thousands 
of jobs through its 

pioneering work in the 
North Sea, but it also gives 
back to the communities in 
which it operates. 

It has inspired the next 
generation of workers 
through  outreach  in 
education, with a particular 
emphasis  on science, 
technology, engineering 
and maths. 

This includes supporting 
Aberdeen’s annual science 
festival, hosted by TechFest 
since 1986, and being a lead 
f u n d i n g  p a r t n e r  o f 
Prosper’s Young Engineers 
and Science Clubs (YESC) 
since 2004.

In 1994, bp launched the 
first iteration of its student 
tutor ing scheme –  a 
partnership still going 
s t r o n g  t o d a y  w i t h 
A b e r d e e n s h i r e  a n d 
Aberdeen City councils and 
three higher and further 
education institutions. 

The company has also 
inves ted  mi l l ions  in 
Scottish woodlands. In 
2000, it committed £10 
million to the newly formed 
Scottish Forest Alliance, 
which has helped to create 
14 new native woodlands.

The partnership still 
thrives today. Last year, bp 
committed up to a further 

£10m to a new urban 
forestry programme with 
F u t u r e  W o o d l a n d s 
Scotland.

There has also been 
investment in the arts. In 
2019, bp announced a £1m 
investment in Aberdeen 
Art Gallery to fund the bp 
Galleries to host three 
special exhibitions a year.

At the time, bp group 
chief executive Bob Dudley 
said: “Today’s investment 
means a new generation of 
visitors will experience and 
engage with exhibitions of 
the highest quality.”

And the charitable efforts 
of bp employees cannot be 
overlooked. 

In 2009, the first Coast 2 
Coast cycle set off. The 
a n n u a l  c h a l l e n g e 
encourages individuals to 
partner with charities and 
pedal a c200-mile route 
across Scotland. Over the 
past 15 years, it has raised 
more than £2m for 35 
north-east charities, with 
bp matching the donations. 

Last year, Coast 2 Coast 
cha i r woman Nandin i 
Nagra said: “The cycle has 
created an amazing legacy 
for local charities. 

“ I t  h a s  b e c o m e  a 
landmark event in the bp 
ca lendar,  wi th  many 
cyclists returning year on 
year, as well as new recruits 
keen to take part.”

Proud to be  
at the heart of  
the community

bp’s Richard Haydock helps Shireen Chambers dig in.

It was 
dummies at 
the ready in 
1985 as bp 
employees 
Mike Watt 
Alan Costine 
and Kay 
Ritchie joined 
the Dyce Fun 
Day pram 
race.

Steve Nuttall led the fun for Comic Relief in 1991.

In 2017, bp had a bumper crop of Coast 2 Coast-ers.

Mentor Manish Labroo shows Jeswin Vardhese the ropes.

In 2018, Andrew Barlow, Matthew Oxley, Job Derksen and 
Martin Aasterud won TechFest’s STEM in the Pipeline.

NEXT GENERATION: 
The bp student 
tutoring scheme has 
helped inspire many 
local young people 
into further education.

“It’s amazing to think of 
the technological changes, 
achievements and 
breakthroughs since 1964. 
It’s also inspiring, because 
that innovation, boldness 
and transformation is going 
to deliver the next chapters 
of offshore energy.”
- Stuart Payne, North Sea 
Transition Authority chief 
executive

“bp has been a major part 
of Aberdeen and the wider 
north-east’s economy for 
decades. bp is the strategic 
partner of Aberdeen City 
Council as we work to 
achieve the goals of our 
net-zero vision to become 
a climate-positive city.” 
- Councillor Ian Yuill, 
Aberdeen City Council  
co-leader

“bp’s presence in driving 
innovation, the development 
of subsea technology, 
supply chain development 
and employment, and their 
commitment to energy 
transition supports a legacy 
for the region that they can 
be very proud of.”
- Councillor Gillian  
Owen, Aberdeenshire 
Council leader
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Crofters
go into
battle on
EU cash
CROFTERS’ representatives areto fight what they claim is theunfair siphoning of £60millionof European cash.

The money was intended tohelp poor areas of Scotland, butcrofters claim it is being spenton richer farmers instead.Rural Affairs Minister RossFinnie has been accused of againgiving in to the farming lobbyand depriving Less FavouredAreas (LFAs) of cash support.Now he has agreed to meet acouncil expert whose figures forthe new Less Favoured AreaSupport Scheme (LFASS) aresaid to prove that the mostneedy are not getting the EUcash they are entitled to.Fears over the new formulaarise in a report by Ann MacLel-lan, crofting officer for WesternIsles Council, who warns thatthe islands will lose out underthe revised plans for 2003 due tothe low stocking densities.Her report says: “The pro-posals encourage a higher stock-ing density and/or land disposalwhereas the LFASS 2002 actuallyencouraged use of land such ascommon grazings, with pay-ments based on forage area.”Crofters are outraged thatmore and more cash from thescheme now finds its way toPerthshire, Stirlingshire and thebetter-off areas in the Borders.
Remote

The LFASS began two yearsago, replacing the former HillLivestock Compensatory Al-lowances Scheme.
It is open to extensive live-stock farmers in Scottish LFAswho maintain suckler cows orbreeding ewes, deer for meatproduction, goats or alpaca forfibre production, or a dairybu s i n e s s .

Around 85% of Scottish agri-cultural land is classified as LFA.Much of it is in the North andin the more remote areas of theHighlands and Islands.One crofting leader said:“There is reason to believe thatthe farming lobby, in the shapeof NFU Scotland and others, arepitching hard to get their shareof the cash, even although it wasnever intended for them.”Now Mr Finnie is to meetMrs MacLellan after a plea fromWestern Isles Labour MSP Alas-dair Morrison for a furtherexplanation of the disparity be-tween the Government’s figuresand those of the council.Mr Morrison said there weremany improvements in theLFASS scheme for 2003, whichwould help island crofters in hisconstituency, but he was scep-tical about the way the fund isadministered and was fully be-hind the council crofting of-ficial’s assessment.
He said: “It seems it is notbeing distributed in the way thatEurope intended.”

Dispute over validity of Newhills by-election

Eight-year-old Michelle Connon holds a sapling as Lord Clark digs a hole to plant it

£10m forest plan
will transform
rural landscape

� Boost for wildlife � 2million trees planned

David Maitland . . .confusion over resignation

ABERDEEN City Councilbosses have vowed to defendtoday’s Newhills by-election if itis challenged in the courts.Officials are standing firmbehind their assertion that theresignation of “former” coun-cillor David Maitland is valid.They are so sure of theirposition they believe that it maybe impossible to raise a case inthe courts.
Mr Maitland shocked thelocal political establishment this

week with the claim that henever formally resigned his seatat Newhills.
His legal team claim it wasnever delivered in a formallysigned letter or acknowledged.It was announced that hestepped down after being sus-pended from the ruling councilLabour group amid allegationsthat he tried to rig the vote sothat Aberdeen Football Clubwould get planning permissionfor their proposed £30million

stadium at Kingswells. Thevote-rigging allegations are stillbeing investigated by GrampianPo l i ce .
Although Mr Maitland’s so-licitor, Alistair Drummond,plans no legal action to stop theelection taking place, his nextcourse of action is unclear. MrDrummond said the “compe-tence” of the result would becalled into question if his clienthas not formally resigned.Aberdeen City director of

corporate and legal servicesCrawford Langley said thecouncil had acted correctly.He said last night: “We arequite satisfied he has resigned,that all the statutory require-ments have been met for theresignation. There will be anelection going ahead tomorrow– end of story.”
When asked if the councilwould defend any legal action,Mr Langley replied: “I am notconvinced that is open to him to

challenge the election. However,if he seeks to do so we will takeappropriate action. We will cer-tainly defend it. There is nosuggestion there is anything ir-regular with the resignation.”Today’s election will deter-mine if Labour can hang on topower in the Town House. Atpresent they hold 20 out of 43seats – down two following thedeparture of Mr Maitland andthe death of Langstane coun-cillor Brian Rutherford last

month. The opposition partieshold 21 seats between them.On Monday the council in-vited nominations for candi-dates for the Langstane by-election on December 5.The candidates in today’s by-election are: James Crockett(Scottish Labour Party), DennisGrattan (Scottish NationalParty), Peter Stephen (ScottishLiberal Democrats), and An-drew Wood (Scottish Conser-vative and Unionist Party).

Disqualified driver jailed after crash on Aboyne-Banchory road

by Claire Elliot
A MULTI-MILLION reforesta-tion programme designed totransform the rural landscapeand boost the economy of theNorth-east was unveiled yes-terd ay.

The £10million DarrochWids project was launched bythe Scottish Forest Alliance inClashindarroch Forest, nearHu n t ly.
Over the next decade, thepartnership, comprising of theForestry Commission, BP, RSPBScotland and the WoodlandTrust Scotland, aims to plant2million broad-leaf trees on the500-hectare site.

Local children planted thefirst of those trees yesterday,which will over the next 100years help to recreate the naturalwild woodlands that have grad-ually been wiped out.The chairman of the ForestryCommission, Lord Clark ofWindermere, said: “The land-scape and forests of North-eastScotland have transformed dra-

matically from the huntinggrounds of early kings to therolling predominantly agricul-tural hills of the present day.“The Darroch Wids projectswill attempt to recreate this pastlandscape, while making a sig-nificant contribution to thearea, providing inspiration andacting as a demonstration too t h ers .
The Aberdeenshire project isthe largest one of eight sup-ported by BP in Scotland andSouth America and the inter-national firm has pledged toinject £1million every year forthe next 10 years to enableplanting to continue.Greg Coleman, vice-presidentof health and safety of theenvironment at BP, travelledfrom Canada for the launch.He said: “This is a very im-portant part of the world for BP.We have operated in Scotlandfor over 40 years and have morethan 2,000 people workingfor us in Scotland and we feltthat it was important to givesomething back to the com-

munities in which we are work-ing .
“Unfortunately, in Scotlandthere is very little of the naturalforest left, and that natural for-est helps absorb carbon dioxidewhich is associated with globalwarming .

“BP believes in taking pre-cautionary action before it be-comes so harmful that we can’tdo anything about it and we arevery proud to be a part of thispar tnership.”
Holly, ash, oak, willow, birchand rowan are just some of thedeciduous species to be plantedon three sites at Coynachie,Merdrum, and Blackmiddens,with a view to attracting newwildlife and to provide an im-proved attraction for local peo-ple and visitors.

Lord Clark said: “This is un-doubtedly the biggest environ-mental project to happen in theNorth-east and has really al-lowed us to get across the mes-sage that forestry is not justabout producing timber, butthat it is multi-purpose.

“It is a massive number oftrees that is being planted. Thatwill attract birds and a lot oflong forgotten flowers.“It is also a place to walk, skiand ride mountain bikes. Andwe hope that by doing this itwill not only benefit the localpeople but will also attract peo-ple into the area who will helpbring money into the com-munity. And with farming sohard-pressed it has got to be agood thing.”
He added: “It really is anexciting venture and with somany young people involved itlets them see that this is theirf utu re .”

Seventy-three children fromlocal primary schools took partin yesterday’s launch.Carol Murray, head teacher,at the 12-pupil school at Clatt,said: “This is a brilliant projectin that it brings small ruralcommunities together. It is greatfor the children to be involvedwith other schools and learn alot at the same time. It is anhonour to be part of it.”

by Gordon Lyon
AN ABERDEEN man wasjailed yesterday following a carcrash in Deeside.

Terry Thorington, 27, admit-ted driving while disqualifiedand also while being overthe alcohol limit, when he ap-

peared at Stonehaven SheriffCour t.
The court heard Thorington,of 59 Springhill Crescent, hadtwo previous convictions forboth offences. The latest of-fences were committed in Mayon the A93 Aboyne-Banchoryroad, near Dess.

Fiscal Ernest Barbour told thecourt that Thorington was trav-elling towards Banchory whenthe car he was driving wasinvolved in an accident.The vehicle ended up on itsroof, and when witnessesstopped to help Thorington wasseen climbing out of the win-

dow of the car while his femalepassenger was trapped inside.A strong smell of alcohol wasdetected on his breath by peopleat the scene.
When police arrived he pro-vided a positive breath test andadmitted he was disqualifiedfrom driving.

Defence agent Mike Munrosaid Thorington had beendrinking in a hotel at Aboynewith the sister of his formerpartner when he agreed to driveher car back to her home inKincardine O’Neil.
But a tyre had a blow-out andthe car ended up in a ditch.

Mr Munro said Thoringtonhad complied fully with policeand added: “He can offer noproper rational explanation forhis behaviour.”
Sheriff Alexander Jessop sen-tenced Thorington to fourmonths in prison and imposeda five-year driving ban.

He said: “I can’t ignore thefact that you have two previousconvictions for drink drivingand two previous convictionsfor driving while disqualified.“To drive in defiance of aban from a court is a seriousm a t ter.”

AA ROADWATCH
Aberdeen: Shiprow, at Market Street,closed both ways due to roadworks, untilNovember 27. Beach Esplanade, closeddue to roadworks until April 21.Aberdeenshire: Oldmeldrum Road,Inverurie, closed due to roadworks, untilJune 15. 

Dundee: Tay Road Bridge, left lanesouthbound, closed until November 20. Angus: Temporary traffic lights, betweenKirriemuir and Finavon, until November 29. Perth and Kinross: Perth bridge, A85roadworks, eastbound lane closed untilNovember 14. 
Moray: Moray Street, Lossiemouth, closedbetween Allan Lane and Church Street,due to roadworks, until November 17.Information supplied by AA VodafoneRoadwatch.

ABROAD
Weather at noon local time yesterday except*denotes readings from the day before(°C) (°F)
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LIGHT-UP TIMES
Moving vehicles should displaydipped headlights from sunset tosunrise and during times of poorvisibility. Times shown are GMT.
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09001 770 728
Forecasts for home and abroad byphone or fax (dial the number aboveand use relevant code listed below):SCOTTISH REGIONS: 

7-day national forecast 100North-east Scotland 102North and North-west areas 101Central Scotland 103
SKI HOTLINES: 
Phone: Scotland 09067 537 726.International 09067 537 725.Fax: Scotland 09069 150 143.International  09069 150 142.Up to date weather reports, snowforecasts and essential information.BORN2CLIMB: Detailed forecast forclimbers and hillwalkers in the Eastand West Highlands:
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� See the Business page for Key Market Rates.
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HIGH TIDES
All tide times are GMT
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There will be a mixture of sunnyspells and showers acrossScotland again today. Theshowers heaviest and mostfrequent across westernScotland with more in the wayof dry, sunny weather in theeast. Strong to gale force westwinds.

There will still be some showersaround tomorrow but they willbe fewer and lighter than today.It will also be brighter withsunny spells. Winds will fall lightduring the day andtemperatures will be on the coldside.

East Highlands, WestHighlands, Cairngorms, Skye:Western ranges will see a lot ofshowers with snow above2,000ft. Eastern hills will bedrier and brighter. Severe galesover the summits today butwinds easing tomorrow. 

AROUND SCOTLANDTwo-day 
forecast TEMP (°C) TEMP (°C)MAX MIN OUTLOOK MAX MIN OUTLOOK

TODAY TOMORROW
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Fundraising cyclists use
pedal power to boost
north-east good causes
Cyclists who have taken

part in BP’s Coast 2 Coast

cycle across Scotland

have raised more than

£2 mil l ion for loca l

charities through their

annual fundraising efforts.

A total of 35 north-east

charities benefited from

the donation, which was

raised over 14 years.

It is hoped this month’s

cycle with see at least

£120,000 raised for good

causes.
Coast 2 Coast chairperson

Nandini Nagra said: “The

cycle has created an

amazing legacy for local

charities. It has become a

landmark event in the BP

calendar, wi th many

cyclists returning year on

year as well as new recruits

keen to take part.
“I have no doubt this

year’s riders will hit their

target raising much needed

funds for Ythan Valley

Ro t a r y /Ro t a r y C l u b

Kharkiv International in

Ukra ine , a s we l l a s

Northsound Cash for Kids,

ACIS Youth and The Archie

Foundation Baird Family

Hospital Appeal.”
C a m p h i l l S c h o o l

Aberdeen was one of BP’s

nomina t ed cha r i t i e s

between 2018 and 2022.

The charity, which supports

children and young people

– many with additional

support needs – to achieve

their potential, has received

almost £120,000.
This was used to help

create additional learning

opportunities for residents

at Camphill, contributing

to a new training kitchen;

a b ike ma in t enance

workshop and support for

the development of the

charity’s social enterprise;

and Murtle Market, which

opens to the public in the

coming months.

LANDMARK EVENT: More than £2million h
as been raised for local charities through B

P’s Coast 2 Coast cycle.

F ive teenage asylum

seekers who were to

be transferred to

the Highlands never

arrived, a report has

revealed.
Highland Council is

expected to take 43 children

seeking refuge under the

Home Office’s National

Transfer Service.
As of April this year, 33

y o un g p e o p l e h a v e

transferred through the

service.
But five of those, all aged

17 or 18, went missing.

Three were located in

Belfast , Sheffield and

London.
The other two are now in

supported foster care in

London.
High land Counc i l ’s

health, social care and

wellbeing committee will

discuss a report on the

matter tomorrow.
The group of 33 are from

Afghanistan, Iran, Albania,

Sudan, Iraq, Kuwait and

Turkey.

It is not unusual for these

young people to go missing

from hotels when they are

transferred to a local

council across the UK.

Report author Margaret

McIntyre, the council’s

head of children’s services,

said: “This is a local and

national concern.
“Missing young people

can be at risk of significant

harm and exploitation.

“Some young people do

not want to be transferred

into local authorities across

Scotland, particularly those

more remote authorities,

such as Highland. These

young people are adamant

they want to stay in the

larger urban areas outwith

Scotland. This is a complex

area in which loca l

authorities across Scotland

are facing major pressures.”

Police Scotland is part of

a steering group and gives

regular updates on efforts

to find missing young

people.
But Highland Council is

ultimately responsible,

including financially, for

these separated children.

Separated children are

defined as those up to the

age of 18 who arrive in the

UK without a parent or

legal guardian, seeking

safety and asylum.

They are often fleeing

political and religious

persecution, violence, war,

famine and abuse.

Separated children have

faced considerable threats.

Journeys into the UK –

frequently in small boats

landing in Kent – are

perilous, traumatic and

life-threatening.
A group of Highland

Council officers visited

Kent to meet with leaders

of the small boats operation

group and the Kent Intake

Unit last year. The unit is a

holding and detention

centre. A statement from

the officers after their visit

s a i d : “ T h e dange r s

assoc ia ted wi th th i s

crossing are sobering.

Asylumseekers go ‘missing’
on theirway toHighlands
STUART FINDLAY

Demonstrators take part in a protest outsid
e the Manston immigration centre in Kent.

“ T h e a b s o l u t e

substandard quality of the

equipment used, the level

of overcrowding on these

boats, allied with the low

levels of skills and abilities

of the pilots, put the lives of

families and children at

risk.”
The Highlands offered a

warm welcome to people

fleeing the war in Ukraine.

In the past, Syrian and

Afghan refugees have also

arrived.
The UK Government’s

asylum policy has come

under increasing scrutiny.

The Home Office insists

there are “safe and legal”

routes to the UK. But some

are only available to people

from specific countries like

Afghanistan and Ukraine.

C r i t i c s o f t h e

government ’s asy lum

proposals, such as the

Refugee Council, say they

risk breaking international

law.

12 EveningExpress May 24, 2019

....

Warm
words ‘not
enough’

THE First Minister has
been warned “warm
words are not good
enough” after renewing
a pledge to improve rail
links between Aberdeen
and the central belt.
Business leaders and

politicians are pushing for
an swe r s on f u t u r e
infrastructure spending in
the north-east.
Nicola Sturgeon this

week recommitted to
spending £200 million on
improving north-east rail
l i n k s , a f t e r f i r s t
announcing the project in
January 2016.
North-east MSP Liam

Kerr said: “While it is
indeed welcome to hear
the First Minister reiterate
this pledge, many people
will wonder what the
hold-up has been.
“After three years,

warm words are not
good enough, and long-
suffering rail passengers
deserve better.”
L a b o u r ’ s L e w i s

Macdonald said: “We need
the train to compete with
t he roads be tween
Aberdeen and the central
belt.”

A96option ruledoutonhomesScot l a nd ’ S t r a n spo r tsecretary has argued thatdualling a major north-eastroad along its existing routewould mean people would losetheir homes.
transport Scotland has facedrepeated calls to justifywhy dualling the existinga96 aberdeen to Invernessroad at Inverurie has not beenincluded in proposals.
campaigners have claimedthe option has been “rejected

prematurely” on “flawed andincomplete” information.
But when questioned aboutthe decision at Holyrood,transport Secretary MichaelMatheson said the route hadbeen ruled out because it wouldmean throwing people out oftheir homes.
Mr Matheson said: “(It) isbecause of the impact it wouldhave on existing residentialpremises which would beaffected by a loss of their

garden areas and also, in somecases, their properties. that’swhy it was one of the routeswhich was ruled out.”
But a96 action – which wasformed to campaign foralternative routes – argue thattheir preferred option ofupgrading the existing roadhas been cast aside withoutgood r e a son and a l s o“expressed disappointment”that Mr Matheson has not yetmet them.
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Gallery in the frame
with £1mcash boost

BY ADELE MERSON
oIl f i rm BP today
a n n o u n c e d a
£1 million investment
i n abe rde e n a r t
Gallery.
the cash has funded the

BP Galleries, on the venue’s
new second floor, which willhost three special exhibitions
a year by national and
international artists.
as part of the funding

agreement, the popular
BP Portrait award will return
to the gallery in 2020.
at the venue, BP group

chief executive Bob dudley
said: “We are proud that
BP’s support for arts and
culture in the UK stretches
back more than five decades.
“through our long-standing

relationships with major
centres like the nationalPortrait Gallery, the British
Museum, the Royal opera
House and the Roya lShakespeare company, we
enable access to excellence in
the arts for millions of people.
“today’s investment by

BP means a new generation of

visitors will experience and
engage with exhibitions of
the highest qual i ty , in
contemporary surroundings,which meet the needs of the
21st century visitor and
complement the architecture
of the original Victorian
building.
“the £1m contribution willbe for galleries on the top

floor, a big l-shaped gallery
with natural l ight and
beautiful windows where you
can see the city, and it will be

a spot for including really
large pieces for exhibition.”
the redevelopment of the

venue, which will reopen this
autumn, is transforming the
art Gallery, cowdray Hall and
Remembrance Hall through
significant investment in the
fabric of the buildings, new
exhib i t ion and display
galleries and improved visitor
facilities.
Marie Boulton, aberdeen

ci ty counc i l ’ s cu l ture
spokeswoman, said the city
can be proud of the creation
of a new “world-class visitor
attraction”.

From left, Lord Provost Barney Crockett,Councillor Marie Boulton and BP groupchief executive Bob Dudley



That’s how we’re backing Britain.
While today we’re mostly in oil and gas, we increased the proportion of
our global annual investment that went into our lower carbon & other
transition businesses from around 3% in 2019 to around 23% in 2023.

bp.com/AndNotOr

And, not or.

Developing

Keeping

green hydrogen
In partnership with

Aberdeen City Council

oil & gas flowing
Helping to meet today’s energy

needs from the North Sea

Aberdeen Hydrogen Hub is expected to start production in 2026.
This is a digitally rendered image of what the site could look like.


