BP Chargemaster continues to grow, rolling out ultra-fast
charging on BP forecourts across the UK
15 August 2019

BP Chargemaster, the UK’s leading electric vehicle charging company, this week powered up its first
150kW ultra-fast electric vehicle (EV) chargers on a BP retail site, the first in a planned network of
ultra-fast charging infrastructure stretching across the UK.
Developing a nationwide ultra-fast charging network is just the latest development for BP
Chargemaster, building on its track record of more than a decade of innovation and leading
developments in EV charging in the UK.
Tufan Erginbilgic, chief executive of BP’s Downstream business, said: “As the world of mobility
evolves, BP is determined to be the fuel provider of choice whether drivers need electric charging or
liquid fuels. BP Chargemaster continues to develop and is leading the way for our understanding of
how we can best support and succeed in this fast-growing new market.
“Convenient and reliable ultra-fast charging will be critical in driving the wider adoption of electric
vehicles in the UK. The combination of BP Chargemaster’s EV charging expertise, experience and
customer base with BP’s retail sites across the UK is now allowing us to develop the UK’s first
nationwide network of ultra-fast chargers.”
The new 150kW chargers are able to provide convenient ultra-fast charging to the latest and next
generation of EVs, convenience that BP sees as essential to support the continued growth of the UK’s
EV market. Two of these new chargers are now installed at BP’s retail site at Cranford near Heathrow
airport, west of London and begin operating this week.
They are the first in a planned rollout of 400 ultra-fast chargers at BP sites across the UK by the end
of 2021, with the network continuing to grow in line with new vehicle models arriving on the market
that will be capable of ultra-fast charging.
David Newton, chief operating officer of BP Chargemaster, said: “We believe our establishment of a
nationwide ultra-fast charging network will be transformative for the electric vehicle market in the UK.
Working closely with global vehicle manufacturers, we are developing the solutions that electric
vehicle drivers need to enable them to charge confidently and conveniently, wherever they are in the
country. BP’s forecourts are ideal locations for this technology, which will provide an expected dwell
time of 10-12 minutes, not dissimilar from the average of around seven minutes spent by drivers of
petrol and diesel cars on a forecourt today.”
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Formed in 2008, Chargemaster was acquired by BP in 2018 and renamed BP Chargemaster. It has
continued to rapidly grow and expand its offers as the UK’s EV market has grown and evolved. Today
it operates Polar, the largest electric vehicle charging network in the UK, with more than 7,000 public
charge points, and provides a comprehensive, flexible and innovative range of home, workplace and
public charging solutions.
Over the past year BP Chargemaster has:
•

Delivered energy through its public charging network equivalent to more than 40 million miles
of electric driving;

•

Grown the Polar network by around 10%, with over 7,000 charging points now accessible to
Polar Plus users;

•

Grown its subscriber base by over 44%;

•

Installed around 100 new 50kW rapid chargers;

•

Launched its own, UK-made 150kW ultra-fast charger;

•

Committed to introduce contactless payment on all new rapid and ultra-fast chargers, and
retrofit its existing UK-made rapid chargers over the next 12 months;

•

Supporting its expansion in this rapidly growing market, BP Chargemaster has decided to
relocate to Milton Keynes – the capital of UK EV charging. Its new building, which will triple its
production capacity, is already under construction and it expects to begin the move early next
year.

BP Chargemaster’s continued progress is one part of BP’s approach to developing advanced mobility.
BP recently entered into an agreement with DiDi, the world’s leading mobile transportation platform, to
develop EV charging infrastructure across China. BP also continues to make venturing investments
into innovative new companies in this space such as advanced battery technology firm StoreDot and
PowerShare, the online platform for EV charging in China.

Notes to editors
•

Electric vehicle drivers using the two new chargers, operated by BP Chargemaster on the
Polar network, will be able to benefit from a range of amenities on site, including M&S Simply
Food, Wild Bean Café and an automated car wash.

•

The 150kW chargers are equipped with contactless payment technology, enabling ad hoc
customers to use an existing debit or credit card, as well as being accessible via the Polar
Instant smartphone app and to members of the Polar Plus subscription service.

•

The 150kW chargers feature both CCS and CHAdeMO connectors.

Further information
BP press office, London: +44 (0)20 7496 4076, bppress@bp.com
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Cautionary statement
In order to utilize the 'safe harbor' provisions of the United States Private Securities Litigation Reform
Act of 1995 (the 'PSLRA'), BP is providing the following cautionary statement. This press release
contains certain forward-looking statements – that is, statements related to future, not past events and
circumstances – which may relate to one or more of the financial condition, results of operations and
businesses of BP and certain of the plans and objectives of BP with respect to these items. These
statements are generally, but not always, identified by the use of words such as 'will', 'expects', 'is
expected to', 'aims', 'should', 'may', 'objective', 'is likely to', 'intends', 'believes', 'anticipates', 'plans', 'we
see' or similar expressions. Actual results may differ from those expressed in such statements,
depending on a variety of factors including the risk factors set forth in our most recent Annual Report
and Form 20-F under "Risk factors" and in any of our more recent public reports.
Our most recent Annual Report and Form 20-F and other period filings are available on our website at
www.bp.com, or can be obtained from the SEC by calling 1-800-SEC-0330 or on its website at
www.sec.gov.
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