
Courrieres mine disaster

One of Europe’s worst mining disasters took place in northern France on the 10th of March 

1906 when an underground explosion and fire killed 1,099 and injured hundreds more.

The unexpected:

• A few days prior to the explosion, smoke and toxic gas were detected, however, work in 

the mine continued.

• The day before the main explosion, a fire was reported deep in the mine. Workers 

attempted to seal off the area to contain and suffocate the flames, but flammable gas 

leaked from the walls near the fire.

• It is thought that the flammable gas ignited, spurring a huge explosion that sent flames 

racing through the rest of the mine.

We stop if the unexpected occurs

• We discuss the work plan and what signals would tell us it is proceeding as expected.

• We pause and ask questions when signals and conditions are not as expected.

• We stop and alert supervision if the activity is not proceeding as expected.

• What type of signals would cause you to stop the 

job?

• If signals indicate that a job should be paused / 

stopped what would allow it to restart?

• What additional actions should be taken if a job 

required to be stopped?


